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Press release from the Kankakee Fire Department and Kankakee Police 

Department 
 

For Immediate Release 
 

Arrest in connection with the death of Phillip Spencer 

Structure Fire in the 455 of East Bourbonnais St.  Kankakee, Il 
 

On February 2, 2023 at approximately 9:45 pm, the Kankakee Fire Department was 
notified of a residential fire at 455 E. Bourbonnais St. The fire resulted in the death of a 
resident. Within the structure, the fire department found a male resident, Phillip Spencer 
deceased. The fire was investigated, and was determined to be suspicious in nature. 
 
Kankakee Fire/Arson Investigators and Kankakee Police Detectives conducted a 
thorough death investigation. This morning the investigation team arrested a suspect in 
connection with the fire. Mrs. Tammy Spencer, 57, of 455 E. Bourbonnais St. was 
arrested today, and will be charged with starting the fire and the death of Mr. Phillip 
Spencer. 
 
The skilled investigation work from both the Kankakee Police and Kankakee Fire 
Department’s investigators led to Mrs. Spencer’s arrest. 
        ### 
“Charges are mere allegations. All persons are presumed innocent until and unless 
found guilty in a court of law” 

### 
 



The City of Kankakee is dedicated to protecting, building and nurturing the community 

while enhancing lives. We are a historic, vibrant, and active riverfront community. We 

continue to transform into an extraordinary place to dream, grow, and thrive. Embracing 

our diversity, we strive to be progressive, inclusive, and innovative. For more 

information on the City of Kankakee, please visit the website at www.citykankakee-

il.gov. 
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